One of a series celebrating the 50th Anniversary in
2006 of full clergy rights for women in the Methodist tradition.
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BOLD FUTURE

TISHA JERMIN

It’s Easter. Onstage, demons dressed in black, laugh hysterically because
Jesus is dead. Satan and the forces of evil have won the victory. Suddenly
angels appear; the devil is shocked and stunned. An angel rolls away the
stone and immediately the black garments fall away.
Everyone on stage experiences a transformation. No
longer is Satan victorious. Jesus has arisen.

Through this dramatic interpretation and dance, Tisha
Jermin helps church members experience the mystery of
the Easter story. The songs and dances are visions God
has revealed to her; and the children and adults who

dance willingly transform their bodies to deliver an old

story in a fresh way.

For 20 years, Jermin has used dance as a ministry. Producing several
successful interpretations has stimulated her desire to be a dancing preach-
er. In her second year at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston,
IIl., Jermin is studying for a master’s of divinity degree with a concentration
in youth ministry. By May 2007, she will be an ordained elder.

Originally from Bronx, N.Y., Jermin comes from a family of ministers.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in therapeutic recreation, she worked as a
community school director, organizing programs that increase educational
opportunities and social connections for children and families. Jermin has
always felt those programs were missing something: “God is putting on my
heart that spirituality needs to be a part of what goes on in communities.”

After attending a New Year’s Eve watch night service, she realized she
wanted to know God in a deeper way. Believing seminary was probably the
best way to know God deeply, she enrolled at Garrett. She believes that
God has called her to break barriers and build bridges, not only within
communities, but economically and racially. Her experience as a recreational
therapist will help her make God’s word come alive in a creative way.

Women like Tisha Jermin make up just over 50 percent of seminarians



in United Methodist theological schools and their dreams for ministry
are unique and exciting. The 50th Anniversary of Full Clergy Rights for
Women honors these women and celebrates what their ingenuity and
creativity means for the church’s future.

Quiz

I.Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary is one of how many United Methodist
theological schools in the United States! How many can you name?

2. Name some events that encourage youth to examine God’s call on their lives and

to consider the possibility of professional ministry.
/340" 9s|dayI MMM “SaAl|

J13Y2 Ul [|ed s,pon) aJojdxs 01 ajdoad Bunok 2a1Aul 01 sarisiuiw sndwed pue suoned
-248u0> a3eanodus 03 paudisap 129(oud e si (3§7d) 31043 diysiapea jeroysed Aaasi
-UlW P3UIEPJO JO PJeOq DUIIUOD [BNUUE INOA 310BIUOT) AJ3siujw [euoissajold Ag|
Jo Aaasiujw paurepao o3 ||ed & 3ulojdxs aJde oym—0¢ 93e ySnouy syuapnis 939)|0d
—s3jnpe 3unoA Joj suolssnosip dnous |jews pue sdoysyuom Yakeud Apnis 3)qig ‘diys
-IOM JO pUoaMm SUIUIISIP PUB SANBW.IOI UB S| NOILVYOTdXT Y IWU0IDIMAN
JW02°S3NDIDIGSYINOA MMM UOIJUIAUOY) SIDJIOA YINOA [BUOIBN /510" SaLISIUILAIaA0D
-SIP"MMM "UdJnyd [B20] 3Y3 Ul p|aY ‘SuapeJd Yig-yig Joj uonew.oy [emiiids 1oy JusAd
pua>oam e s| AIaA0dSIq WOd'SGIDINIOMJN0IS MMM “S)NPE pue INOA a3ud|jeYyd Jeyl
saoualIadxa 921AJSs uolssiw uensiayd 1edwi-y3iy sapiroid sdwedjiop dnoas g

*'Q ‘Uo3BulyseAA ‘AdeulwSg

[e2130j03Y | A3|SOAA ‘OIYQ ‘POOMIO.] AJeulwag [ed130j0aY | pallun ol A11D)

sesuey| A30[0ay | Jo |0OYDS |ned JUIES 'X3] ‘SE|[B ‘AMUSISAIUN ISIPOYIDL UISYINOS
‘A80]08Y ] JO |00YdS SUPjIRd ‘OIYQ ‘@IeME[R(] ‘OIYQ Ul |OOYDS [BdIS0|0aY ] ISIPOYIDL
07 YaAua (] A80j0aY ] JO [00YDS Ji|| ||| ‘UOISUBAT ‘AJeulwaS [ed130]08Y | |edlja8uU.AT
-11844e0) 'BD) ‘BIUBPY AJBUIWSG [BDISOj08Y | UoWwWED) f)’N ‘Weydn ooyds AlulAg
ay] ‘Asaaaiun N [N ‘uosipely ‘|ooyas [ea13ojoay | 3y | ‘AusIsAlUn maaq ¢

JijeD ‘Quowaue|d

‘A80j0aY Jo |ooydS JUoWalE|D) "B ‘BuBly AlIsdaAlun Auow3 A8ojoay] Jo

Jooydg Js|puen) {A30joaY | Jo |ooyds AlsaLAIUn ('SSBl) uolsog de Aay] ussldiy] "]
Slomsuy

@R Produced by The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women

*8 (GCSRW), established by The United Methodist Church in 1976 to advocate the
lH'fuII inclusion of women in the life of the denomination and to monitor the
Church at all levels for gender bias. The Commission offers training at district, annual
conference and churchwide events on organizing and empowering women to find their
voices and ministries in the Church; works with bishops, superintendents and other
church leaders to understand and eradicate institutional sexism; and educates church
laity and clergy on dealing with professional sexual misconduct. For more information
and resources, visit www.gcsrw.org, or call (312) 346-4900.



